
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

VIRTUAL FELLOWS PROGRAM 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 
                          EMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 

SUPPORTING ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN ETHIOPIA 
 

 

This project seeks a Virtual Fellow to serve with the U.S. Embassy Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia as an Entrepreneurship Consultant. 

 

Office:  Embassy Addis Ababa 

 

Fellow Location: The Fellow will serve virtually.  Relocation is not required. 

Project Name:  Supporting Entrepreneurship in Ethiopia. 

Project Description:  The U.S. Embassy Addis Ababa is seeking a Virtual Fellow 

with a background in small business development, counseling, or training to assist 

local young entrepreneurs prepare for participation to the 2016 Entrepreneurship 

Summit in Silicon Valley. The entrepreneurship culture in Ethiopia is very 

underdeveloped, but a new generation is emerging with great potential.  U.S. 

Embassy Addis Ababa is in the process of recruiting four Ethiopian entrepreneurs 

to attend the Summit and would rely on the Fellow to coach and train them so they 

can get the most out of this experience. The coaching Fellow(s) should be familiar 

with start-ups, management of private equity and/or venture capital funds and 

experienced on how to pitch business ideas.  The Fellow would work directly with 

the Trade and Investment Officer at Post and train entrepreneurs directly via Skype 

and group webinars on how to sell their business plan/concept to equity investors. 

 

Potential Fellow Taskings:  

 Hold webinars with a group audience 

 Hold regular Skype coaching sessions with Entrepreneurs 

 Prepare list of useful resources to share with Entrepreneurs 

 

Program Requirements: The precepts of the Virtual Fellows Program call for 

Fellows to have a high degree of administrative, professional, or technical 



knowledge/experience and a minimum of five years of professional experience that 

is directly applicable to the assigned task.  

 

Project-specific Knowledge, Skills, or Abilities: 

 Substantial knowledge of incubators, accelerators, small business 

development centers, and other entities that provide business advising and 

counseling services to entrepreneurs;  

 Experience working in Africa, Ethiopia and Ethiopian diaspora communities 

in the United States;  

 Knowledge of the venture capital industry and the process for startups to 

raise capital either through traditional means (e.g., angels, banks) or new 

means (e.g., crowd-funding);  

 

Other:  The Fellow must be a U.S. citizen. 

 

Suitability Determination/Security Clearance:   

None required.  The Virtual Fellow will not require access to OpenNet.    The 

duties associated with this project will be performed using only widely available 

open source materials, information, and technologies. 

 

 

Remuneration:   

The Virtual Fellow will serve pursuant to a Gratuitous Services Agreement.  The 

Department assumes no responsibility for providing any salary or benefits to the 

Fellow in connection with participation in the Virtual Fellows Program.   

 

 


